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instance on record. When Charles the Fifth had miscarried
in his African expedition, which was looked upon as the
weakest undertaking of that great Emperor, he sent Aretine l
a gold chain, who made some difficulty of accepting it, say-
ing, " It was too small a present in all reason for so great
a folly." For my own part, in this point I differ from him,
and never could be prevailed upon, by any valuable con-
sideration to conceal a fault or a folly since I first took the
censorship upon me.

Having long considered with my self the ill application
that some make of their talents, I have this day erected
a Court of Alienation, by the statutes of which the next a
kin is empowered to beg the parts and understanding of any
such person as can be proved, either by embezzling, making
a wrong use, or no use at all of the said parts and under-
standing, not to know the true value thereof: who shall
immediately be put out of possession, and disqualified for
ever; the said kinsman giving sufficient security that he will
employ them as the court shall direct. I have set down
under certain heads the several ways by which men prosti-
tute and abuse their parts, and from thence have framed
a table of rules, whereby the plaintiff may be informed when
he has a good title to eject the defendant. I may in a
following paper give the world some account of the proceed-
ings of this court. I have already got two able critics for
my assessors upon the bench, who, though they have always
exercised their pens in taking off from the wit of others,
have never pretended to challenge any themselves, and con-
sequently are in no danger of being engaged in making
claims, or of having any suits commence against them.
Every writer shall be tried by his peers, throughly versed
in that point wherein he pretends to excel; for which reason
the jury can never consist of above half the ordinary number.
I shall in general be very tender how I put any person out of

1 Pietro Aretino (1492-1557), called "the scourge of Princes,33 His
prose is fiercely satirical, and his poetry as strongly obscene. ^His
works were condemned for their indecency and impiety. He received
numerous and valuable gifts from those who were afraid of his criticisms.
His sonnets, written to accompany engravings by Marc Antonio, from
designs by Giulio Romano (1524), largely contributed to his reputation
for obscenity. [T. S.]